
Muharrem Aslan: Reimagining Anatolian 
Music Through Innovation and Expression 

Muharrem Aslan is an artist whose work stands at the intersection of tradition 
and innovation. As a vocalist, composer, bağlama virtuoso, arranger, and music 
therapist, he has developed a distinctive artistic language that brings the deep 
roots of Anatolian music into dialogue with contemporary global sounds. 

At the heart of Aslan’s musical identity is the bağlama, the iconic instrument of 
Anatolian folk culture. Yet rather than remaining within conventional 
performance boundaries, he has expanded the expressive possibilities of the 
instrument through his original “Fourtemolo” technique. This approach 
introduces a new level of rhythmic intensity, tonal richness, and emotional 
depth, creating a sound that is at once rooted in heritage and unmistakably 
modern. 

His music reflects a profound respect for the oral traditions of Anatolia while 
embracing contemporary aesthetics. By blending folk structures with elements 
of jazz, world music, and modern arrangement practices, Aslan offers listeners a 
renewed experience of familiar cultural motifs. His interpretations preserve the 
emotional sincerity of traditional repertoire while opening new sonic pathways 
through innovative harmonies, textures, and cross-cultural collaborations. 

Beyond performance, Aslan’s work as a composer reveals a deeply reflective 
artistic vision. His compositions frequently explore themes of longing, memory, 
identity, and belonging — subjects that resonate strongly within both the 
Turkish cultural landscape and wider international audiences. This ability to 
transform local musical narratives into universal emotional experiences is one 
of the defining qualities of his artistry. 

Another significant dimension of his work lies in music therapy, where sound 
becomes not only an artistic medium but also a means of healing and 
connection. This interdisciplinary engagement enriches his creative output, 
adding psychological and human depth to his musical expression. 

Muharrem Aslan’s artistic journey represents a meaningful contribution to the 
contemporary evolution of Anatolian music. Through technical innovation, 
cultural sensitivity, and creative courage, he continues to expand the 
possibilities of traditional music in the modern world. This artistic vision finds 
one of its most compelling expressions in his album Buluşmalar (Nexus) Vol. 2. 

 



Album: Buluşmalar (Nexus) Vol. 2. Released: 2020 
 

Buluşmalar (Nexus) Vol. 2 is an ambitious and conceptually rich body of work 
that positions the bağlama at the centre of a global musical dialogue. Across 
thirteen compositions, Muharrem Aslan constructs a series of sonic encounters 
in which the traditional voice of Anatolia meets a wide spectrum of world 
instruments, creating a compelling intercultural narrative. 

Rather than presenting a conventional duet album, Aslan shapes each track as 
an individual journey. The sequencing of the album moves through a carefully 
curated emotional and timbral landscape: from the electric guitar’s 
contemporary edge, the cello’s introspective depth, and the tenor saxophone’s 
expressive warmth, to the meditative textures of sitar, synthesizer, vibraphone, 
and piano. Each collaboration expands the expressive capacity of the bağlama 
while preserving its distinct tonal identity. 

What makes the album particularly noteworthy is Aslan’s role not only as 
performer but also as the sole composer and arranger of all thirteen works. This 
compositional unity gives the album a strong artistic coherence despite its 
diverse instrumentation. The bağlama does not merely accompany; it converses, 
leads, questions, and responds, allowing each instrumental partnership to unfold 
as a self-contained musical narrative. 

A standout work within the album is “Climate,” a composition explicitly 
conceived as an artistic reflection on climate change. Here, the music moves 
beyond aesthetic exploration into thematic commentary, demonstrating Aslan’s 
commitment to engaging with contemporary global concerns through sound. 
The piece invites listeners to reflect emotionally on environmental fragility and 
human responsibility. 

The final collaboration with the UNSW Classical Guitar Ensemble broadens the 
album’s scope further, transforming the intimate duet format into a larger 
collective sound world. This closing gesture gives the album a sense of 
culmination and expansiveness, reinforcing the nexus concept suggested by its 
title. 

Overall, Buluşmalar (Nexus) Vol. 2 stands as a sophisticated intercultural 
project that bridges tradition and innovation. It highlights Muharrem Aslan’s 
artistic vision as a composer who successfully reimagines the bağlama within a 
contemporary global music context and further confirms his distinctive place in 
the evolving landscape of Anatolian music. 

 


